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INTRO

At the time, Fokker had been preparing a fighter biplane for the Austro-Hungarian air force
in the form of the V.4. In response to the Idflieg request, he simply added a third wing to the
design. The Dr.l prototypes lacked interplane struts, but these were added in later machines
to ensure synchronized wing reactions to forces during flight. Trials were initiated in June 1917,
and showed enough promise to order a first batch of 20 series aircraft.

Two prototypes, only slightly differing from subsequent series built Dr.I machines and dubbed
Fokker F.I, were tested under operational conditions in August, with production of the Dr.l then
starting in October. After two fatal crashes caused by the failure of the top wing, all aircraft were
returned to the factory for rework. Re-equipping units with the type occurred midway through
December. They equipped elite fighter units, where they were flown by experienced aces. The
aircraft was very maneuverable, but by the beginning of 1918, speed was not on par with British
types being introduced into service, and the Dr.l aged quickly. As a result, the type was gradually
replaced by the Fokker D.VII, but even so, several pilots kept this mount until the end of the war.

Despite a small production run of 320 units, the Dr.I became a legend and is synonymous with
German fighter aircraft.

UVODEM

Kdyz se pocatkem roku 1917 objevil na zapadni fronté britsky Sopwith Triplane, predgil
stoupavosti a obratnosti némecké Albatrosy i Pfalzy. Inspektorat letectva (Idflieg) proto
pozadoval po vyrobcich letadel podobny typ. Fokker tehdy pfipravoval pro rakousko-uherské
letectvo stihaci dvouplo$nik V.4. Po vyzvé Idfliegu jednodu$e pfidal k tomuto stroji tfeti kfidlo.
Novy letoun nemél zadné mezikfidelni vzpéry, ale ty byly pozdé&ji pfidany, aby zajistily
souhlasné krouceni kiidel. ZkouSky probé&hly v ervnu 1917 a byly natolik Uspé&3né, Ze jiz
v ¢ervenci bylo objednano prvnich 20 sériovych stroj.

Dva prototypy, mirné odliSné od pozdéjSich sériovych Dr.l, oznacené Fokker F.I, byly
od srpna zkouSeny v bojovych podminkach, dodavky Dr.l pak zacaly v Fijnu. AvSak poté, co
doSlo ke dvéma smrtelnym nehodam po zhrouceni konstrukce horniho kfidla, byly vSechny
stroje vraceny do tovarny k pfepracovani. Dodavky byly obnoveny teprve v poloviné prosince.
Byly jimi vyzbrojovany elitni stihaci jednotky, kde s nimi Iétala zkuSena stihaci esa. Stroj byl
velmi obratny, ale poCatkem roku 1918 jiz ve vétSich vySkach nestacil rychlosti britskym
letoundm a rychle zastaraval. Prabézné byly Dr.l nahrazovany novymi Fokkery D.VII, presto
si nékolik pilotd své trojplodniky ponechalo az do konce valky.

Pres maly pocet 320 vyrobenych stroju se Dr. | stal legendou a synonymem némeckého
stihaciho letadla.
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Carefully read instruction sheet before assembling. When you use glue or paint, do not use near open flame and use in well ventilated room.
Keep out of reach of smaill children. Children must not be allowed fo suck any part, or pull vinyl bag over the head.

ACHTUNG ATTENTION

Pfed zapocetim stavby si peclivé prostudujte stavebni nGvod. Pii pouzivani barev a lepidel pracujte v dobfe vétrané mistnosti. Lepidia ani
barvy nepouzivejte v blizkosti otevieného ohné. Model neni uréen malym détem, mohlo by dojit k poZiti drobnych dilu.
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COLOURS BARVY * FARBEN * PEINTURE *
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A 450/17, flown by Lt. J. Jacobs, Jasta 7, Rumbeke, Belgium, March 1918

Josef Carl Peter Jacabs was barn on May 15th, 1884 in Kreuzkapelle in Rhineland and from his schaol days he had been fascinated with flying,
which he began to learn to do even before the war. Immediately after the outbreak of the Great War, he entered the ranks of the German air force and
on completion of his training, he was assigned to the reconnaissance unit FA 11. In April 1916 he transferred to Fokkerstaffel - West. specifically Jasta
22, and subsequently took command of the entire Jasta 7 from August 2nd, 1917. He remained with this unit until the armistice and brought down
a total of forty-eight enemy aircraft and balloons. After the war, he was involved with Kemmando Sachsenberg in its fight against the Bolsheviks
in Russia in the Baltic Searegion, and he also taught future Turkish military pilots. After the rise of Hitler in Germany, he refused to join the ranks of the
NSDAP and he emigrated to the Netherlands. After the end of the Second World War, he returned to Bavaria, where he lived until his death on June
29th, 1978 in Munich. He had his twa personal aircraft which he used while serving with Jasta 7 painted all black. Aircraft 450/17 was adormned with
arendering of the devil spitling fire. This aircraft would later be fitted with an engine and propeller from a Sopwith Camel.
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B 545/17, flown by Lt. H. Weiss, Jasta 11, Cappy, France, April 1918

Hans Weiss, a native of Hof, began his flying career in June 1916 as an observer/gunner with FFA 282, FFA 28 and FFA G8. After training
at Jastaschule Valenciennes, he joined Jasta 41. After gaining ten kills, he transferred to Jasta 10 on March 17th, 1918, where he would get ancther
kill. Afterwards he was assigned to Jasta 11 and on April 18th, 1918, was named its executive officer. On April 22nd, 1918 he got his sixteenth and final
kill, since on May 2nd, he was killed by fire from an No. 208 Squadron RAF Sopwith Camel flown by M.S. Taylor. The Dreidecker flown by Hans Weiss
had the upper surface of the top wing and the rear section of the fuselage painted white. The wing struts, wheel hubs and engine cowl were red, which
was the colour of Jasta 11.
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C 425/17, flown by Rittm. Manfred Freiherr von Richthofen, JG 1, Lechelle, France,

March 1918

Manfred Albrecht von Richthofen is considered the ace of aces of the First World War and has eighty kills to his credit. He was attached to the air
force by his own request in 1915, and before that he served with the cavalry. After a meeting with Oswald Boelcke, he submitted a request for pilot
training, after which he was assigned to combat units. After repeated meetings with his role model and mentor, he joined the ranks of the newly formed
Jasta 2, lead by the man Boelcke himself. In January 1917 he was awarded the coveted Pour le Merite, and was given command of Jasta 11. In June
1917 he was given orders to form JG 1, formed out of Jastas 4, 6, 10 and 11. He led the unit until his death on April 21st, 1918. Von Richthofen had his
aircraft painted red already from January 1917, at the time when he led Jasta 11 and flew the Albatros D.Ill. He continued this practice when
he switched to the Fokker Dr.|, which he flew as the CO of Jagdgeschwader 1.
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D 404/17, flown by Hptm. A. Ritter von Tutschek, JG 2, Toulis, France, February 1918

Adolf Ritter von Tutschek was barn on May 16th, 1891 in the Bavarian town of Ingolstadt. He joined the army even befare the war, and its beginning
found him serving with the 3rd Infanterie-Regiment 'Prinz Karl von Bayern' as a lieutenant. He would see combat on both the western and eastern
fronts. For his service against the Russians, he was awarded the Rittenkreuz des Militar-Max-Joseph-Ordens (the Knight's Cross of the Qrder of Max-
Joseph) which bestowed upon him the title of Ritter. As an infantryman, he was seriously wounded several times (grenade, gas). Afterwards.
he requested a transfer to the air force. After training, he served as artillery spotter from October 1916 til January 1917 with FA 6b. Subsequently, he
was transferred o Jasta Boelcke, where he gained three kills, and on April 28th, 1917 he was named CO of Jasta 12. He reached his twentieth victory
on July 28th and he was awarded the Pour le Merite on August 3rd, 1917. On August 11th though, he was seriously wounded in combat with C.D.
Booker of No. 8 Squadron RNAS. After being released, he was named the first CO of Jagdgeschwader 2 and on March 10th, 1918 he reached his 27th
victory. Five days later, he was shot down and killed in the illustrated aircraft by H. B. Redle. No. 24 Squadron RFC. The aircraft of Hptm. von Tutschek
carried a standard Fokker Dr.l camouflage of faded olive stripes on the upper and side surfaces and a turquoise calour on the lower ones. The rear part
ofthe fuselage was overpainted with black and the engine cowl was white, which was typical for Jasta 12, one ofthe JG 2 units.
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E 454/17, flown by Lt. Lothar Freiherr von Richthofen, Jasta 11, Avesnes-le-Sec, France,

March 1918

Lothar von Richthofen was, to a certain degree, the apposite of his older brother Manfred. While Manfred carefully calculated risks and attacked from
afavorable position as much as possible, Lathar got inte fights at every opportunity. This helped him get seventeen Kills in his first two months of fighter
service. On the other hand. his combat style was very risky and on several occasions interrupted his career long-term due to various injuries. One
of these came an March 13th, 1818, when in combat with Bristol F.2B Fighters belonging to the British No.62 Squadron caused the failure of the
leading edge of the top wing of his Fokker Dr.l 454/17. Lathar managed to land his aircraft, but it took him til the middle of July to recover from the
resulting injuries. His total score of forty kills came over the course of a mere 77 days of actual combat flying. The aircraft, with which Lothar van
Richthofen crashed an March 13th, 1917, carried a standard camouflage scheme, the rear part of the fuselage and the upper surface of the top wing
was oversprayed yellow, the colour of the Dragoner Regiment 'von Bredow' Nr. 4, a unit with which Lothar von Richthefen served earlier. The engine
cowl, wheel hubs and wing struts were in red, which was the colour of Jasta 11.
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