
1 :72 SCALE PLASTIC KIT
US NAVY WWII FIGHTER

F6F-5N Nightfighter 7079

   There are few aircraft types that took part in combat during World War Two, that can be described with such one sided outcomes in terms of kill : loss ratio
as the Hellcat. Representing the middle of the Grumman Cat lineage, the Hellcat was a unique type right from its beginnings. Success of its older brother, the 
Wildcat, which carried on its shoulders the bulk of the strain of the Pacific air war in 1942, prompted the US Navy to give Grumman free reign over the 
independent development of a new fighter. This type was to act as insurance in the event the concept of the F4U Corsair  turned out unsuccessful. Grumman 
designers set forth with the design, with emphasis on ease of manufacture, performance and suitability for carrier ops. On the 30th of June, 1941, as Corsair 
production was initiating, the Navy signed an order for two prototype XF6F-1s, and a star was born. Original expectations centered around development of the 
proven F4F Wildcat, which was to be dominated by installation of more powerful engines. As such, this eventually evolved into a new fighter altogether. The 
US Navy also had accumulated combat experience, and was able to incorporate pilot suggestions into the design. The Hellcat was some 60% heavier than the 
Wildcat, was more heavily armed, had a more powerful engine, was more heavily armored, carried more fuel and was generally of a more robust construction. 
The first prototype took to the air on June 26th, 1942, and by January, 1943 equipped the first Navy unit, VF-9, on the deck of the USS Essex.  The new type 
was called Hellcat. The name not only suggested the place to which her enemies would be sent, but was also a play on words. The term in the old west referred 
to barroom brawlers, and that was what the Navy wanted: a tough fighter with hard fists, that could absorb punishment and had stamina. The Hellcat line didn’t 
result in the most elegant of fighters. It was, after all, over twice as heavy as its main adversary, the Japanese A6M Zero. But elegance certainly doesn’t play
a pivotal role in terms of the potential survival of the pilot. It was a fighter first and foremost in every sense of the word, designed around the requirements of 
the pilot to fulfill the combat mission for which it was designed and he was trained. The initial version, F6F-3, was supplanted by the dash five, which modified 
the canopy, cowl, bombracks and droptanks. The first combat engagement of the enemy occurred on September 1st, 1943, when an Emily was flamed by the 
half inch guns of two Hellcats. Their advantage over Japanese fighters was well demonstrated on February 16th, 1944,  when, in the vicinity of Truk,  over 100 
fighters were claimed in the air and over 150 on the ground for the loss of four aircraft. Five days later, in the Marianas, a further 160 enemy aircraft were 
destroyed in the air and on the ground  Often one sided combat was documented in the battle for the Philippine Sea that culminated on June 19th, 1944 in the 
now legendary ’Great Marianas Turkey Shoot’, where Hellcat pilots claimed some 350 enemy aircraft destroyed. A further turkey hunt took place between 
October 12th and 14th, 1944 over Formosa, seeing the destruction, at the hands of Hellcat pilots, of 300 enemy aircraft for the loss of 27. In October, 1944, the 
Japanese began to escalate night attacks, bringing on a requirement for night fighters to counter them. USAAF P-61s were too far off. Night fighting variants 
of the Hellcat were introduced in the form of the F6F-3N and F6F-5N, equipped with radar. This new role for the Hellcat first appeared at the end of fall, 1944 
during the intensification of kamikaze attacks, that required the interception of unorthodox attacks by aircraft that avoided air to air combat. Other major 
combat was seen over the Japanese islands over the first half of 1945.   Although the Hellcat was progressively replaced by its stablemate F4U Corsair,
it served in the combat role up to the end of the war. Under the designation Hellcat F Mk 1 and II, several hundred served with the Royal Navy, notably in the 
Atlantic covering convoys, and also in the Far East. According to statistics, there were 12275 Hellcats of all versions made. For the loss of 270 of these, Hellcat 
pilots claimed 5156 kills. That accounts for over half of USN and USMC victories. The Hellcat also became the most successful carrier based fighter in the 
Pacific in under two years of ops. Lumbering, awkward at first glance, lacking in elegance, barroom brawler � wild, tough, a fearless hulk, able to clear
a saloon before turning three times�..that was the Hellcat in the skies over the Pacific.
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   Není mnoho letounø druhØ svìtovØ vÆlky, o kterých by bylo mo�no hovołit tak jednoznaŁnì, pokud jde o pomìr vítìzství a porÆ�ek, jako o Hellcatu. 
Prostłední z rodiny Grummanových koŁek se od zabìhnutých zpøsobø �ivota odli�oval ji� od poŁÆtku. Úspìchy star�ího bratra, Wildcatu, který v roce 1942 
nesl na svých bedrech płevÆ�nou tíhu leteckØ vÆlky v Pacifiku, vedlo US Navy k rozhodnutí dÆt Grummanu volnØ ruce k samostatnØmu vývoji novØho 
stíhacího letounu. Ten mìl v płípadì potłeby nahradit rodící se projekt F4U Corsair, pokud by se jeho koncepce neosvìdŁila. KonstruktØłi Grummanu
se pustili do vývoje letounu, který mìl být nepłíli� nÆroŁný na výrobu, výkonný a snadno pou�itelný jako palubní stíhaŁka. 30. Łervna 1941, v den kdy byla 
zadÆna sØriovÆ výroba Corsairø, podepsala Navy objednÆvku na dva prototypy XF6F-1. Hvìzda pacifickØho nebe zaŁala vychÆzet. Pøvodní płedpoklad 
uva�oval pouze o inovacích osvìdŁenØho typu F4F Wildcat, ve kterých mìlo dominovat zabudovÆní silnìj�ího motoru. Av�ak v konstrukŁních kancelÆłích 
Grummanu brzy zaŁal vznikat zcela nový letoun. US Navy ji� takØ mìla dostatek bojových zku�eností, aby mohlo být výraznì płihlØdnuto k po�adavkøm 
pilotø. Nový typ, o 60 % tì��í ne� Wildcat, mìl silnìj�í výzbroj, motor, pancØłovÆní, vìt�í palivovØ nÆdr�e a celkovì robustnìj�í konstrukci. První prototyp 
vzlØtl 26. Łervna 1942 a ji� 16. ledna 1943 byla letouny F6F vyzbrojena první bojovÆ jednotka � VF-9, operující z paluby letadlovØ lodi USS Essex. Nový 
letoun dostal pojmenovÆní �Hellcat�. Více ne� płíznaŁnØ jmØno neznamenÆ jen koŁku odnÆ�ející si do pekla svØ nepłÆtele; byla to hłíŁka se slovy na druhou � 
Hellcat ve slangu ostłílených hochø americkØho zÆpadu znamenÆ �hospodský rvÆŁ�. A takovØho Navy potłebovala � silný letoun s tvrdými pìstmi, který by 
leccos vydr�el a ve rvaŁce tak snadno neztratil dech... Linie Hellcatu z nìj netvołí nejelegantnìj�í letoun svØ doby. V�dy� byl více ne� dvakrÆt tì��í, ne� jeho 
hlavní protivník � Mitsubishi A6M Zero. Ale o eleganci jistì v efektivnosti vzdu�nØho boje a potenciÆlu pro płe�ití pilota a� tak nejde. Hellcat byl płedev�ím 
rvÆŁem �itým na míru potłebÆm pilotø a specifice vÆlŁi�tì, pro kterØ byl urŁen. První variantu F6F-3 brzy doplnila F6F-5 se zmìnami v płekrytu kabiny, krytø 
motoru, zÆvìsníky pum a płídavných nÆdr�í. První vzdu�ný stłet s nepłítelem płi�el 1. zÆłí 1943, kdy se pod dÆvkami pølpalcových kulometø dvou Hellcatø
k zemi złítila Emily. Svou płevahu nad japonskými stíhaŁkami ukÆzali piloti Hellcatø více ne� ukÆzkovì 16. œnora 1944, kdy v oblasti Truku sestłelili více 
ne� 100 japonských letounø a dal�ích 150 zniŁili na zemi � a to płi vlastní ztrÆtì Łtył strojø. Jen o pìt dní pozdìji v oblasti Marianas Islands zniŁili pacifiŁtí 
rvÆŁi ve vzduchu i na zemi dal�ích více ne� 160 letounø protivníka. Velmi ŁastØ mohutnØ stłety období bitvy o FilipínskØ mołe vyvrcholily 19. Łervna 1944 
povìstným �lovem mariÆnských krocanø�, kdy piloti Hellcatø zniŁili více ne� 350 letounø protivníka. Dal�í �lov na krocany� se uskuteŁnil ve dnech
12.�14. łíjna 1944 nad oblastí Formosy � bìhem tłí dnø nÆrokovali piloti Hellcatø płes 300 vzdu�ných vítìzství płi ztrÆtì 27 vlastních strojø. Kdy� v łíjnu 
1944 Japonci zaŁali stupòovat svØ noŁní œtoky, płi�la potłeba nasazení noŁních stíhaŁø. Letouny P-61 od USAAF, kterØ by mohly pomoci, byly płíli� 
vzdÆlenØ. Proto byly urychlenì nasazeny noŁní stíhací varianty Hellcatu, oznaŁovanØ jako F6F-5N a F6F-3N se zabudovaným radarem. NovÆ role pro 
Hellcaty płi�la koncem podzimu 1944 płi zvý�enØm nasazení kamikadze, kdy museli jejich piloti zastavovat neobvykle œtoŁící protivníky, ktełí se zcela 
vyhýbali stłetøm ve stíhacích soubojích. K dal�ím velkým bojøm, tentokrÆt ji� v oblasti japonských ostrovø, dochÆzelo po celou první polovinu roku 1945. 
AŁkoliv byl Hellcat koncem vÆlky postupnì nahrazovÆn svým souputníkem F4U Corsair, v bojovØ slu�bì vydr�el a� do konce vÆlky. Pod nÆzvem Hellcat
F Mk I a II slou�ilo nìkolik set tìchto strojø takØ u Royal Navy, zejmØna v Atlantiku płi ochranì konvojø a takØ na DÆlnØm východì. Podle statistik bylo 
vyrobeno 12275 Hellcatø v�ech verzí. Płi ztrÆtÆch 270 vlastních strojø dosÆhli jejich piloti 5156 sestłelø. To je více ne� polovina v�ech vzdu�ných vítìzství 
USN a USMC. Z Hellcatu se tak za necelØ dva roky bojovØ slu�by stal nejœspì�nìj�í palubní letoun Pacifiku. Mohutný, na první pohled neforemný, jakoby 
bez elegance, hospodský rvÆŁ - divoký, silný, nebojÆcný połez, který se tłikrÆt otoŁil a byl schopný vybílit celý saloon. Takový byl Hellcat na pacifickØm nebi.
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D F6F-5N, BuNo. 78669, Maj. Bruce Porter, CO of VMF(N)-542, Yontan airfield, Okinawa, May 1945

   Hellcat BuNo. 78669 was the personal mount of five kill ace Maj. Bruce Porter, Commanding Officer of VMF(N)-542. He inherited this F6F-5N from 
his predecessor. The Hellcat carried a big red heart and the white name 'Millie Lou' on the nose. Porter ordered his ground crew to overpaint
it immediately after his arrival and a big bottle of Schenley´s whiskey and ‚Black Death‘ in white appeared in its place. Porter downed three Zeros
in June/July 1943 over the Solomons while serving with VMF-121. On June 15, 1945 he added two more to his tally, shooting down a Kawasaki Ki-45 
'Nick' heavy fighter and a 'Betty' bomber carrying an Ohka suicide rocket plane.


