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Fairey Firefly FR Mk.I 1/48

“Pacific Fleet”

SH48131
CZ - Historie

Letoun Fairey Firefly byl navrzen podle specifikace Britské Admirality N.5/40, ktera vyzadovala nahradu za
dvoumistny stihaci-prizkumny letoun Fairey Fulmar. Pfedbézné navrhy byly vypracovany v zaii 1939 a prvni ze Ctyt
prototypii vzlétl 22.12.1941. Nasledovaly zkusebni lety véetné zkousek na palubé letadlové lodi HMS Illustrious koncem roku
1942. Prvni sériové stroje Firefly Mk.I urené pro operacni nasazeni u jednotek Britského namotniho letectva (FAA) byly
dodany v bieznu 1943, a do operacni sluzby se dostaly 1.10.1943, kdy byly zafazeny do vyzbroje 1771.squadrony RNAS v
Yeoviltonu. Letoun Firefly byl prvnim Britskym ndmotnim letounem, ktery mél jako pohonnou jednotku motor Rolls Royce
Griffon II. Instalace tohoto motoru umoznila, aby novy letoun Firefly mél mnohem lepsi vykony, nez jeho ptedchtidce, letoun
Fairey Fulmar. Také se zna¢n¢ zlepsilo ovladani jak pii startu z paluby letadlové lodi, tak za letu. Letoun nesl i silngj$i vyzbroj, a
to ctyfi kanony raze 20 mm.Po dokonc¢eni tivodni vyrobni série verze F.Mk.I (459 kusti), bylo dalsich 236 kusti modifikovano
na verzi FR.Mk.I s radarem ASH umisténym pod motorem. Tovéarna Fairey také experimentovala s pfipravou nocni stihaci
verze pod oznacenim NF. Mk.II, ktera méla o 38 cm delsi trup za pozarni prepazkou motoru, a kterd byla vyzbrojena radarem Al
Mk.X. Prototyp této verze se vSak neosveédcil a od vyroby této verze se upustilo. Protoze se ukazalo, ze letouny FR.Mk.I s
radarem ASH jsou schopné plnit také ulohy no¢niho stihace, bylo 140 kust této verze vyrobeno pod oznacenim NF.Mk.I.
Letouny Firefly Mk.I se osvédcily pti bojovych operacich v Evropé a na Dalném vychodé. Na Evropském bojisti se letouny
Firefly s tspéchem ztcastnily fady utocnych a vyzvédnych operaci podél pobiezi Norska. Letouny startovaly z paluby
letadlové lodé¢ HMS Implacable. Nejznaméjsi operaci byl utok na némeckou lod’ Tirpitz kotvici v Altenfjordu. Teprve vsak pti
opera¢nim nasazeni proti Japoncim na Dalném vychodé se letouny Firefly Mk.I plné€ osvédcily i pii vzdusnych bojich, kdy
startovaly z letadlové lodé HMS Indefatigable. V lednu 1945 letouny Firefly vyzbrojené raketami doprovazely bombardéry
Grumman Avenger pii utoku proti naftovyn rafineriim obsazenych Japonci na ostrové Sumatra. Letouny Firefly
1772.Squadrony FAA byly také prvnimi Britskymi letouny, které dne 24.8.1945 ptelétly nad Tokiem.

Technické udaje: Rozpéti 13,60 m. Délka 11,50 m. Max. rychlost 509 km/hod ve vysce 4265 metrii. Normalni dolet 1245 km.
Operacni dostup 8535 m. Vyzbroj: 4 kanony Hispano raze 20 mm a bud’ dvé bomby po 454 kg nebo osmraket (27,24 kg)

EN - History

The Fairey Firefly was designed to the British Admiralty Specification N.5/40; which called for a two-seat
reconnaissance fighter to replace the Fairey Fulmar. The preliminary designs were completed in September 1939 and the first
of four prototypes flew on 22nd December 1941. Following further testing, carrier trials were carried out aboard HMS
lustrious at the end of 1942. The first operational aircraft were then delivered to the Fleet Air Arm by March 1943, becoming
operational with 1771 Sqn at RNAS Yeovilton on 1st October 1943. With its distinctive elliptical-shaped wing and "chin"
radiator, the Firefly was the first Fleet Air Arm aircraft to employ the Rolls Royce Griffon II engine. This powerplant gave the
Firefly much higher performance than the Fulmar and made it easier to handle on the flight deck as well as in the air. The four
20mm cannon armament also gave it a much greater "punch" than its predecessor. Following the initial production run of 459
Firefly F.Mk Is, a further 236 were modified by fitting an ASH radar pod under the engine. This variant became known as the
Firefly FR.Mk I (R standing for "Reconnaissance"). Fairey then experimented with a night-fighter version of the Firefly, firstly
producing a number of NF.Mk Il aircraft, which had a 15 inch (0.38 metre) extension behind the engine firewall and was fitted
with the Al Mk X radar. This proved to be unsuccessful and difficult to handle, so 140 FR.Mk I aircraft were designated as
NF.Mk Is, as their ASH radar proved to be suited to the Airborne Intercept role. In the European Theatre of Operations, the
Firefly's most notable success was on maritime strike and reconnaissance missions along the coast of Norway, flying from
HMS Implacable. The most famous mission was against the German battleship Tirpitz in Alten Fjord, which eventually led to
the RAF raid, which sank the battleship. It was, however, in the Far East that the Firefly was to prove a very able air-to-air
combat aircraft, flying against the Japanese, from HMS Indefatigable. In January 1945, rocket-firing Fireflies joined Grumman
Avenger bombers on a raid against a Japanese-held oil refinery on Sumatra and on 24th July 1945, the Fireflies of 1772 Sqn
were the first British aircraft to fly over Tokyo.
Technical Specifications:
Span 44 ft 6 in (13.6m). Length 37ft 7in (11.5m). Maximum speed was 316mph (509km/h) at 14,0001t (4,265m). Normal
Range was 774 miles (1,245km). Service ceiling was 28,0001t (8,535m). Armament was four 20mm Hispano cannon and either
two 1,001b (454kg) bombs or eight 601b (27.24kg) rocket projectiles.
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Fairey Firefly Mk.l, 277-NJDK438, "Lucy Quipment”, No. 1771 8q., letadlovd lod”  Fairey Firefly Mk.I, 277-N/DK438, “Lucy Quipment”, No. 1771 Squadron, aircraft

HMS Implacable, 1945,
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Fairey Firefly FR Mk.l, 286-V/DV117, No. 814 Squadron / No.15 CAG, aircraft

carrier HMS Venerable, Australia, August 1945,

Fairey Firefly FR Mk.l, 286-VIDV117, No. 814 Sq. / No.156 CAG, letadlovd lod

HMS Venerable, Austrdlie, srpen 1945,
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Fairey Firefly Mk.l, 275-N/DK431, “Evelyn Tension” No. 1771 Sq., letadlovd lod”  Fairey Firefly Mk.l, 275-N/DK431, “Evelyn Tension” No. 1771 Squadron, aircraft
HMS Implacable, osobni stroj velitele jednotky Lt. Cdr W.J.R MacWhirtera,  carrier HMIS Implacable, commander Lt. Cdr W.J.R MacWhirter’s personal
1945, Kromé osobniho pojmenovdni nesl na frupu tento stroj Zlutou siluetu  machine, 1945. Except of the personal name this machine sported yellow
Japonska. silhouette of Japan paintfed on fuselage.
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Fairey Firefly FR Mk.l, 274-S/DV124, No. 1770 Sq., letadlovd lod” HMS Indefatigable,
Task Force 37, srpen 1945. Stroj pilotovany Sub. Lt. Ch. D. Maclarenem a
pozorovatelem W. Prichardem byl nasazen 9. srpna do operace Strike 3 — jednoho
z preventivnich dderd na letisté na joponskem ostrove Hondu. Béhem Utoku na
postaveni protiletadlové obrany nad Macusimou byl stroj zasazen peti grandty,
které zdemolovaly radiostanici, urazily odsuvny prekryt kabiny pilota, prodéravely
konec pravého kridla, levou klapku a pridavnou nddrz a zapdlily munici. |'s timto
poskozenim se stroj vrdtil na palubu HMS Indefatigable. Pfi pristdni doslo navic
k poskozeni ostruhy a stroj byl jako neopravitelny svrzen pres palubu do more. Sub.
Lt. Ch. D. MacLaren byl vyznamendn DSC.
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Fairey Firefly FR Mk.I, 274-S/DV124, No. 1770 Sq., aircraft carrier HMS Indefatigable,
Task Force 37, August 1945. This machine pilofed by Sub. Lt. Ch. D. MacLaren and
observer W. Richard in the rear cockpit was hit during Strike 3 Operation on August
9. This operation comprised preventive atfacks on the Japanese airfields located
on the Honshu Island. When this machine atfacked AA emplacements on the
Matsushima it was hit by five shells that demolished radio equipment, torn off the
sliding part of the pilot's canopy, pierced the left wing fip, left landing flap, fuel tank
and set afire the ammunition. Despite the damage this machine managed fo
return to HMS Indefatigable. During the landing the fail wheel was also damaged so
the machine was writfen off and thrown overboard info the sea. For his deeds was
Sub. Lt. Ch. D. MacLaren decorated with DSC.

11
34

A Velmi tmavd moiskd $edd B Tmavd biidliicové $edd
- Extra Dark Sea grey - Dark Slate Grey
H333/C333 H78/C38 50%
H32/C40 50%

The camouflage schemes
through our website

www.cmkkits.com

h stranek

barvé simizete stahnout in Color are downloadable
z nasic|

Kamuflazni schématav

?

Nebeskd modra Production
Sky GUNZEE
H74/C26 @ BABRETO

2013/02

SH48131 Fairey Firefly FR Mk. | "Pacific Fleet"

V

CIeEor Y

2X2x0.2mm

2013/07

Fairey Firefly FR. MK.I “pacific Fleet” =

?,‘; part 2

ok P1 O
@ls o0 Qe

2 ROmCsse p2
5 gfjie.or

< B ﬂﬂ AR -1-]

e ¥ S
) H48041/SH48136

5-



NN

Y
AN AR
Y — O\ N\ /X0 \ A

\ g [ , / V4 o o

\, —I 4\.7

\ /\ 1Y M
/ S \WAA S

4 { CA "
\ B

¢

,\« /\

4

»,\a/,.




"\ INFOVIEW

\
\
\
\

/

i
Ny

wv SN V),
\\S) )
=) D=y

0

)

2013/07
Fairey Firefly FR. MK.I “pacific Fieet”

8-

3/07

Fairey Firefly FR. MK.| Pacific Fleet”

7 201



