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Vautour IIN
& ‘Armée de I'Air All Weather Fighter’

After the end of the Second World War, France desperately tried to catch up on jet aircraft development of the USA, USSR and Great Britain.
The French also had to deal with the nationalization of the French industry that had taken part yet before the war. Many jet prototypes were
designed in France since 1945 but only a few of them reached mass production. One of the successful types of this era was the SO.4050
Vatour Il bomber, ground attack and all weather fighter airplane. France's Armée de I' Air ordered Vautours especially in IIN and 1B versions.
The plane was developed by the SNCASO but the mass production was shifted to Sud-Avitation associations (originated from merging
SNCASO/Ouest Aviation and SNCASE). In 1950, the Armée de I'Air issued specifications calling for multi role twin-engined aircraft type. In
the respective versions, this aircraft should be capable of night fighting, conventional level bombing and ground attacks. The design team, led
by J. C. Parot came up with several various designs as were the SA.4010, 4011 and 4015 and eventually the final study in the form of the
S0.4050. This was an all-metal aircraft with a mid-fuselage mounted backward-swept wing and tail planes using bicycle-type landing gear.
ATAR engines that were developed by German designers in France were mounted in underwing nacelles, one under each wing. The
development was quite challenging; in total, three prototypes were built, subsequently modified during trials, and then followed by five pre-
production machines to test all required versions of the aircraft. These were the IIN night fighter, [IB bomber and IIA ground attack versions.
The Armée de I'Air ordered Vautours especially in versions IIN and IIB. The night fighter version was accepted as the first version and the first
unit to be equipped with them was the 30 Escadre de Chasse Tout Temps and later, the |1B version was also accepted and new machines were
subsequently assigned to the 92 Escadre de Bombardement. During their career Vautours went through two modifications. The standard
tailplane and elevators configuration was replaced by stabilators (or an all-moving tailplane) and during later overhauls, new wings with
extended leading edge were utilised. Except for their long career in France, of note is also deployment of the Vautour IIN in Algeria and their
participation in French nuclear tests. Vautours also flew in a flying test bed role during development and trials of a new radar equipment and
weapon installations for more advanced fighter types, such as were for instance the Mirage F.1II, F.1 and Mirage 2000. The test-bed Vautours
were in service even long after the standard Vautours had been withdrawn from operational units. Vautours were successfully exported to
Israel that preferred ground attack version IIA. Israel purchased 30 machines in 1957 which had been originally produced for the Armée de I'
Air. Israel received the two-seat fighter version IIN in 1958 and they immediately replaced ageing Meteor nigh fighters. Vatour lINs protected
the Israeli skies, participated in the Six-Day War during which they successfully vectored bomber Vatour IIAs at enemy targets. In 1964,
Vatour IIAs were for the first time used against Syria that had bombarded the Israel's territory. The largest deployment of Israeli Vautours
came during the Six-Day War. Vautour IIN no.70, named Fantomas and carrying a Cyrano radar nose, although containing rather camera
packs as the bomb bay also did, was in the combat service with the Israeli Air Force in an ECM and reconnaissance role.The Vautours were
withdrawn from service after 1970.

Wingspan: 15.10 m, Length: 17.36 m (1l1A), 17.65m (1IB), 17.65 m (IIN), Max. Speed: Mach 0.92, Service Ceiling: 15,000 m, Range: 2,800 km
(IA), 2,900 km (11B), 2,650 km (IIN).
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Francie v obdobi po druhé svétové valce chvatné dohanéla naskok USA, SSSR a Velké Britanie ve vyvoji proudovych letadel. Zarover se
musela vyrovnavat s nasledky zestatnéni leteckého primyslu pred valkou, nasledky okupace a také zpétnou privatizaci a reorganizaci
leteckého primyslu po vélce. Po roce 1945 zkonstruovali ve Francii mnozZstvi prototypl proudovych letadel. Malokteré se ale dostalo do
sériové vyroby. Jednim z Uspésnych typl tohoto obdobi byl SO.4050 Vautour Il, dvoumotorovy stroj vyrabény ve variantach bombardovaci,
bitevni a stiha¢ pro kazdé pocasi. Vyvoj zacal u SNCASO, ale sériové stroje jiz vyrabélo sdruzeni Sud-Aviation (vzniklé slou¢eni podnik
SNCASO/Ouest Aviation a SNCASE). Francouzské Armée de I'Air vypsalo v roce 1950 pozadavky na viceucelovy dvoumotorovy typ, ktery
mél byt schopen, samoziejmé ve verzich upravenych dle tkold, nocniho stihani, klasického horizontalniho bombardovani a bitevnich akci.
Tym konstruktérd v ¢ele s J. Ch. Parotem se pres predbézné studie SO.4010, 4011 a 4015 dopracoval ke kone¢nému navrhu SO.4050. Slo o
celokovovy stfednoplosnik se Sipovym kfidlem a ocasnimi plochami a tandémovym podvozkem. Motory ATAR vyvinuté ve Francii
némeckymi konstruktéry byly zavéSeny pod kiidlem. Vyvoj byl naroény, byly postaveny tfi prototypy, pribézné se upravovaly a po nich
predsérie péti strojl, aby bylo moZné otestovat vSechny planované konfigurace letounu [IN no¢ni stihaci, IIB bombardovaciallA bitevni.
Armée de |'Air pouzivalo Vautoura hlavné ve verzich IIN a IIB. No¢ni stihaci byly zafazeny do vyzbroje jako prvni, dostala je 30. Escadre de
Chasse Tout Temps a pozdgji do sluzby vstoupily i Vautoury IIB u 92. Escadre de Bombardement. Béhem sluzby prosly Vautoury dvéma
upravami. Vodorovné ocasni plochy byly nahrazeny plovoucimi a pozdéji bylo pfi opravach montovano nové kfidlo s rozSifenou nabé&znou
hranou. Kromé dlouhé sluzby ve Francii stoji za zaznamenani nasazeni Vautourt IIN v AlZiru a i¢ast Vautour( pfi francouzskych atomovych
testech. Vautoury poslouzZily také jako létajici zkuSebny pfi vyvoji radar( a dalSich zbranovych systéma pro pokrocilejsi typy letadel, napf. pro
Mirage F.111, F.1a2000. Testovaci Vautoury létaly je$té dlouho po té, co byly Vautoury vyfazeny od bojovych jednotek.

sériovych stroju, vyrabénych plvodné pro Armée de I' Air. Dvoumistné stihaci Vautoury IIN dostal Izrael v roce 1958 a nahradil jimi zastaralé
nocni stihaci Meteory. Vautoury IIN branily nebe na Izraelem, zG€astnily se Sestidenni valky, uspésné navadély bombardovaci Vautoury 1A
pfi Gtocich na nepratelské cile. Vautory lIAbyly poprvé nasazeny v roce 1964 proti Syfanim odstfelujicim Gzemi Izraele. NejvétSiho nasazeni
se dockaly v Sestidenni valce. Izrael testoval a dokonce i bojové nasadil jeden Vautour IIN (pojmenovany Fantomas) s radarem Cyrano IV v
pfidi. Poroce 1970 byly Vautoury vyfazeny.

Rozpéti: 15,10 m, délka: 17,36 m (1l1A), 17,65 m (IIB), 17,65 m (IIN), max. rychlost: 0,92 M, dostup: 15 000 m, dolet: 2 800 km (1I1A), 2 900 km
(1B), 2650 km (1IN): 17,36 m (l1A), 17,65 m (1IB), 17,65 m (IIN), max. rychlost: 0,92 M, dostup: 15 000 m, dolet: 2 800 km (lIA), 2 900 km. (IIB),
2650 km (lIN).
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